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Special points of interest 

 That was worth every 
bump in my planning.   

 Does your life schedule 
allow you time to 
pray? To read the Bi-
ble?  To study God’s 
Word with fellow be-
lievers? To thank God?  
To worship God? To 
just be with God?   

 
 

KMC Vacation Bible School, 2015 
Emily Ferguson 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bible School week was an amazing week. God was very much at 
work with the children and the staff.  
 
We had an average of 138 children plus usually about 35 staff help-
ing out in so many areas.  
 
Our theme was Gods plan 4 U is Jesus! Each day the drama team 
made up of Joel Schillerstrom, Emma Beachy and Lauryn Weiss 
had an experiment and lesson for the children. Each day the chil-
dren were involved in the experiment. Yes there were a few mis-
haps but we are not sure if it was the operator or the supplies! Ask 
Joel about this!!! 
 
 Highlight for me was the passion that the staff had for each child;  
they ALL wanted to be there and lead their classes. I felt the staff 
worked so well together and had a bond. Nikki Miller shared that 7 
in her class of 7 and 8th graders gave their life to Christ. That was 
worth every bump in my planning.  It was so fun as the children 
marched in each morning; they were so excited to enter the church 
to sing at the top of their lungs and Praise God. They loved the mu-
sic.  
 
Water for Life was our mission project. Our daily offerings grew 
each day and that was exciting to see. We had a total of $1513.42. 
This will help our Haitian friends attend school.  
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In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse  

The topic of relationship has been on my mind a 
lot recently.  It is something that every one of us 
desires in our life.  We have a God given need to 
relate to both God and each other.  What draws 
me to this subject is that I don’t do relationships 
well.  I am basically an awkward and shy person 
who isn’t very confident in myself even though I 
know that at times I come off as the opposite.  
What people don’t know is that I can spend hours 
later replaying what I said or did feeling like it 
was all wrong and inappropriate, and that I once 
again proved to people that being with someone 
else would be a much more enjoyable way to 
spend time.  So many times I avoid social situa-
tions because they make me uncomfortable long 
after they are done. 
 
The funny thing is that after so much time of 
avoiding social situations I find myself wishing 
for someone to share my time.   Don’t get me 
wrong.  I do enjoy time alone.  For the most part 
I would say that my alone time helps me to re-
charge my energy level.  But even when you are 
geared like me, you hit a point you want to share 
time with someone.  We all do whether we are 
willing to admit it or not.  However, based on the 
people I see around me I would guess there are a 
lot of us who get lonely.  This is probably be-
cause we don’t know how God designed us to 
relate to each other. 
 
This week I started a free online Bible study on 
the book What Love is: The Letters of 1, 2, 3 

John by Kelly Minter.  Yesterday I was reading 1 
John 1:5-7 and I felt the Holy Spirit open these 
verses to me on the topic of relationship.  Verse 7 
says “But if we walk in the light, as He is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all 

sin.”  Walking along the path with God leading 
will bring healthy fellowship (relationship) into 
our lives.  If we are not following God’s leading, 
we are walking in darkness and cannot have the 
fellowship (relationship) God intends for our 
lives.  This is because God is light (verse 5) and 
where God is there is no darkness.   
 
This passage leads me to believe that walking my 
life God’s way is my primary goal.  As I work on 
walking in light I will have a deeper relationship 
with God that will then radiate into the rest of my 
life and bring other relationships into it.  So the 
question is:  How do I walk in light? 
 
Spiritual disciplines came to my mind.  Things 
like prayer, Bible study, praise, solitude, worship, 
fasting, fruits of the Spirit, etc.  The trouble with 
so many of these disciplines is that most of us 
realize that there are times when they draw us 
closer to God and other times they just seem to 
be another thing on our long to do list each day.  
Let me tell you, I have spent some time ponder-
ing this off and on over the years.  At this point I 
would say that my motivation behind practicing 
these disciplines matter.  When my motivation is 
mainly blessing they aren’t as life changing.  
However, when my goal is a deeper relationship 
or personal knowledge of God, that’s when God 
really digs in and uses these disciplines to change 
me another step closer to who He wants me to 
become.  So it comes down to how important it is 
to me to have a relationship with God.  What am 
I willing to sacrifice so that I have the time, ener-
gy and focus to practice spiritual discipline with-
in my life? 

It makes me think of how couples are when they 
first “fall in love”.  They spend every free mo-
ment with each other.  They text each other all 
day long.  They Skype when they can’t be with 
one another because they cannot stand to not see 
each other. They are in Thumper’s words 
“twitterpated”.  (If you don’t understand this ref-
erence either watch “Bambi” or ask Curt Wyse.) 

(Cont. on Page 5) 
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(In Pursuit cont. from page 4) 
I also think of how we are a society that is ad-
dicted to being the best.  So in every activity we 
are asked to go above and beyond.  To be the 
best in sports it can no longer have its season.  
You have to be engaged in it year round if you 
want to play.  The same is becoming true for 
band, speech, chorale, etc.  The same is true for 
businesses.  They are encouraged to be running 
24/7.  We want service when we want it.  Sun-
day is now the busiest day of the week for gro-
cery stores in the U.S.  Many people in non-
emergency related jobs are required to be reach-
able at all times to take care of business.  The 
premise is the more time put into something the 
more successful you will be at it.  So we put 
more and more time into things in order to excel 
in this world.  However, have we considered 
what it is costing us? 
 
Do our commitments keep us so busy that we 
don’t have time to practice spiritual disciplines 
in order to have a better relationship with God?  
If we don’t have time to work on our relation-
ship with God, how do we expect the other rela-
tionships that we crave to be in our lives?  We 
cannot walk in light without God’s leading. If 
we are not in light, we are not in fellowship with 
God. 
 
Does your life schedule allow you time to pray? 

To read the Bible?  To study God’s Word with 
fellow believers? To thank God?  To worship 
God? To just be with God?  If not, it’s time to re
-evaluate what you have allowed in your life. 
When we allow a busy life to push God out, we 
are in trouble.  I see this as an ongoing battle.  
In our lives, we will weed activities out and 
have a good balance for a while, but in time our 
lives seem to fill back up and start pushing 
God’s things out again.  So we need to get our 
pruners, dandelion fork and other tools out once 
again and fight for the time God says we need to 
grow in our relationship with Him. Then as we 
grow our relationship with God other relation-
ships in our lives will grow as well.  An exam-
ple of this for me is that as I made time for the 
women’s prayer group I have grown in my per-
sonal prayer time, but also I have grown in rela-
tionship with some amazing people in our 
church.  Pretty cool system God has set up!   
My prayer for each of you as I write this is that 
you take some time and ask God to show you 
what He thinks about how you spend your time.  
Ask Him and believe that He will reveal His 
insights to you.  He really will.  That is why He 
gave us the Holy Spirit to lead us to all truth. 
(John 16:13).  Then be prepared to rearrange 
your life to please God.  I will be doing the 
same.  It’ll be worth it!  Relationship with God . 
. . it’s amazing!!  As always, in pursuit…. 
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Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life 

 Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church  directory.  
 
 
Birthday: 
    Dorothy Gingerich    July 5 
    Erma Ropp                July 22 
   Art Bachmann           July 27 
    Ruth Ann Yoder       July 31 
 
Anniversary: 
    Rollin & Edna Brenneman    52 years,  July 1 
    John & Janice Wallerich       62 years,  July 18 
    Wayne & Judy Beachy         51 years,  July  18 
    Wilbur & Elsie Mast            51 years,   July  24  



What’s Happening!!! 
Ed V. & Carol Miller  

OK, I need to get to writing, this article is way past 
due so here goes.  We just returned from Central 
Plains Mennonite Conference and would highly rec-
ommend attending in the future.  The conference 
was held at Woodland Hills Church in St. Paul, Min-
nesota and there were 8 of us that went from KMC.  
Those attending were Marlinda Beachy, Ed V. & 
Carol Miller, Doug & Carla Slaubaugh, Robin, Joya 
& Landry Schrock.   
 
On our return home we stopped and visited with 
Uon Than and Sarin Man in Burnsville, MN a sub-
urb of Minneapolis.  They are part of the Man Mith 
Family that came to Kalona about 35 years ago as 
Cambodian refugees.  We had a nice visit. 
 
Atlee & Carolyn Yoder recently visited China for 2 
weeks and traveled along with their exchange stu-
dent (Bai) and his mother.  They had a great time 
and made lots of memories such as The Great Wall 
of China, the bullet train and lots of interesting 
things to eat!  They have some great stories to tell! 
 
Most of you would know about Fred Hoiberg, he’s 
the former Iowa State Basketball coach and now 
head coach of the Chicago Bulls.  Well did you 
know that our own Kelby Bender once played BB 
with Fred Hoiberg?  They were team mates back in 
1991 on the Iowa Select Team that went to Austral-
ia.  How cool! 

 

Beckett Slaubaugh was at a bow shoot with his 
Grandpa Sonny Bontrager and Uncle Cody on May 
25th.  Beckett won 1st place in the bow shoot for his 
age group.  Good job, Beckett. 
 
Mark, Karen & Nancy Van De Walle have moved to 
Dunkerton, Iowa.  Mark continues to work at the 
John Deere Plant in Waterloo and Karen is seeking 
employment in agriculture.  Nancy went with Mark 
on Father’s Day to the Amanas for the Homestead 
Tractor Pull.  Nancy won 1st prize in the Kids Trac-
tor Pull for her age group.   

 

Congratulations! Brian & Vicki Strasser recently 
had twin boys.  The twins are named after Brian’s 
father and grandfather.  Arnold Luke weighed in at 5 
lb. 8 oz. and goes by “Luke”.  Roger William 
weighed in at 5 lb. 10 oz. and goes by “Will”.  Eve-
ryone is doing fine.  Derald & Marilyn Bender are 
the proud grandparents, and Barbara Bender is the 
great grandmother.  Congratulations! 
 
Well that’s it for now.  Have a good July! 
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To listen to the KMC worship services 
live from your phone: 
 

1. Dial 656-2663 
 
2. When it asks for your participant code fol-

lowed by the # key, dial  277467# 
 
3. When it asks for your name followed by the # 

key, say your name and push the # key. 

Fred  is seated next to Kelby, right front.  



Beth Moore Living Proof Live Event Recap 
Janice Hostetler 

 

A couple of weeks ago I attended a Beth Moore Live Event. Beth is a teacher who can teach me so that I under-

stand what she is saying.   

 

The word that God gave to Beth for Tampa, FL was RE, the most beautiful prefix in history. The prefix RE means 

to do again. There were 34 states represented with 7,000 women and a few brave men. The scripture she used was 

Galatians 6:1-10.  

 

Throughout the sessions she went through 6 RE words; reverb, restore, reframe, replant, repent, and remember.  

Reverberate God’s word—it’s active. We were challenged to take God’s word to all 34 states represented and 

beyond. 

Restore—those caught by something. We are all vulnerable. We are not victims. We are the least powerless 

people on the planet.  

Reframe—we are a new creation so it changes everything for us. 

Replant—what we lack in the flesh, we need to sow in the Spirit, starve what we want to die and feed what we 

want to live. 

Repent—change our minds, say I want to do this Your way to God. 

Remember—what He’s done, who we are in the Holy Spirit, our calling, what He has promised. 

 

We cannot go forward with God when we are looking back. We go where we are looking.  

 

Other RE words that I experienced over that weekend: refresh, renew, redemption, redeemed, regroup, reclaim, 

return, reaffirm, and rejoice. All to do again!  

 

For me this weekend meant many things, but most of all I came home willing to go forward, to do again all these 

things mentioned above. There is always an again. There is always another chance. God is not running out of 

time, but we are. He wants us to walk in victory. Know that cycles can be broken. Make the devil regret he ever 

messed with us. Am I aging well in Christ? 

 

Remember what He has done and know that He will do it again! 
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Our Vision is to be a life-giving church: Presenting the life-
giving message of Jesus Christ as Lord 

 and Savior to the people of the Kalona area and the world, 
challenging them to accept Christ,  

worship Him, and serve Him. 
 

Our Mission is to fulfill the Great Commission: Leading peo-
ple to Christ; discipling them in the faith; equipping them to 

witness; and sending them out to serve. 


